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have borne the heat and burden of the day, are to be kicked to
one side and we are to throw up our caps for Judge Douglas,
and he very coolly tells us all the time that we are Abolitionists
and negro worshipers and that he accepts our votes as a favor
to us! Messrs. Greeley, Seward, Burlingame, etc., are presumed
to be able to estimate themselves properly, and if they fix only
that value on themselves, no one has a right to complain, but

if I vote for Douglas under such circumstances, may I be------1

don't swear, but you may fill this blank as you please. Yet I
have no personal feelings against Douglas. . . . Lincoln and his
friends were under no obligation to us in that controversy [of
1855]. We had, though but five, refused to vote for him under
circumstances that we thought, at the time, furnished good
reason for our refusal. We elected an anti-Nebraska Democrat
to the Senate, by his aid most magnanimously rendered, and
that result placed us, through you, on the highest possible
ground in the new party. If you had not been elected, we should
have been a baffled faction at the tail of an alien organization.
We have, as a consequence, an anti-Nebraska Democrat for
governor, and our men are the bone and sinew of the new or-
ganization, though we are in a minority. In all these results
Lincoln has contributed his efforts and the Whig element have
cooperated. For myself, therefore, I am unalterably deter-
mined to do all that I can to elect Lincoln to the Senate. / can-
not elect him, but I can give him and all his friends conclusive
proof that I am animated by honor and good faith, and will
stand up for his election until the Republican party, including
himself and his personal friends, say we have done enough.
Hence no arrangement that looks to the election of Douglas
by Republican votes, that does not meet the approval of Lin-
coln and his friends, can meet my approval.

The chief difficulty was that Douglas had never estab-
lished for himself a character for stability. People did not
know what they could depend upon in dealing with him.
Other questions than Lecompton would soon come up,
as to which his course would be uncertain. Who could
say whether lie would look northward or southward for
the Presidency two years hence?n easily do so. The Administration is very desirous that youat a coalitionoln, and thus compel the friends of Mr. Lincoln to vote for their man
